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THE ORGANIZATION OF DOCTORAL STUDIES AND THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS OF AND THE PROCEDURE FOR DEFENDING 
DOCTORATES AT THE ESTONIAN ACADEMY OF MUSIC AND THEATRE 

I General Provisions

1. This regulation establishes the particulars of commencing and conducting doctoral 
studies at the Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre (hereinafter the Academy) as 
compared to other levels of study, the requirements established for doctoral 
dissertations and the terms and conditions of and the procedure for defending the 
doctorate. The general basis for admission and the organization of studies have been 
established in “Admission Rules" and “Regulation of Studies".

2. The standard duration of doctoral studies is four years, during which the post-
graduate student has to earn 160 credits. Persons who have completed the doctoral 
studies in full are awarded a doctorate.

3. Doctoral studies at the Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre are available in 
two branches:

 creative (music performance, composition, dramatic art);
 academic (musicology, music pedagogy).

4. Doctoral studies are organised by the Academy’s Doctoral Council, which is 
formed by the Academic Council on the basis of proposals from academic units and 
consists of at least 18 members. The Doctoral Council may comprise professors, 
emeritus professors, associate professors, lead research fellows and senior research 
fellows of the Academy or other universities. At least 6 members of the Doctoral 
Council must be scholars with a doctorate or an equivalent qualification. The mandate
of one Doctoral Council will last for three years. The rector manages the work of the 
Doctoral Council. On the basis of the rector’s proposal, the Academic Council elects 
two co-chairmen from among the members of the Doctoral Council – one from 
among the representatives of the creative specialties and one from among the scholars
– who will be responsible for the creative and academic parts of the doctoral studies, 
respectively. In addition the Academic Council elects two vice chairmen of the 
Doctoral Council from among the representatives of creative specialties and one from 
among the scholars. The documentation and formalities related to the work of the 
Doctoral Council is the responsibility of the Council Secretary, who is not a voting 
member of the Council. The Doctoral Council has a quorum when at least a half of 
the members are present, whereas both the creative and the scholarly areas have to be 
represented by a chairman or vice chairman.

5. In order to enter the doctoral studies, a speciality examination is taken. Performing 
artists entering the creative branch perform a programme in accordance with the 
examination requirements, the composers present recordings of own works, and an 
abstract of the planned doctoral dissertation (1–2 pages). Students entering the 
academic branch present a longer draft description of the planned doctoral dissertation
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(3-10 pages) and a list of their previous academic works. At the speciality 
examination, every candidate justifies and defends their plan for the upcoming 
doctoral studies in front of an examination committee consisting of at least five 
members of the Doctoral Council.

6. The Doctoral Council appoints a supervisor for the doctoral dissertation for the 
student taking the doctoral studies, considering the student’s wishes, if possible. 
Doctoral students in the academic branch are generally appointed one supervisor, 
while doctoral candidates in the creative branch are appointed two. One supervisor 
may also be from outside the Academy. Supervisors for an academic doctoral 
dissertation and the research part of the creative-research doctor’s project have to hold
a doctorate or an equivalent academic degree. A professor, emeritus professor or 
associate professor – in whose case no doctorate is required – of the relevant specialty
is generally appointed as the supervisor of the creative part.

7. The work of the doctoral students is evaluated by the Doctoral Council and the 
Academic Departments in the course of an annual certification. For this purpose, 
every doctoral student has to present a report of their creative and/or academic work 
(on the basis of the faculty members and research fellows’ report form) together with 
the department’s opinion to the secretary of the Doctoral Council by the end of the 
spring semester. The Doctoral Council assesses the doctoral students on the basis of 
the extent of fulfilment of the study programme and the reports. Uncertfied doctoral 
students lose the right to receive education allowance or other financial benefit or 
stipend paid through the Academy in the following year of studies. In the case of 
repeated non-assessment the Doctoral Council will make a proposal to the rector to 
exmatriculate the doctoral student.

8. In case the study programme is fulfilled the Doctoral Council may take earlier 
study results and professional work experience into account in the extent of up to 50 
per cent. For this, the person entering doctoral studies or an already matriculated 
doctoral student submits a standard format application to the secretary of the Doctoral
Council three months after matriculation at the latest. The Doctoral Council decides 
the recognition or non-recognition of earlier study results and professional work 
experience together with the indication of the precise quantity of credits at its meeting
by the beginning of the spring semester of the first academic year at the latest.

9. External students may also apply for a doctorate. For this, the degree candidate 
presents a relevant application and the prospective plan of doctoral work to the 
Academy Doctoral Council, which discusses it at its meeting for at least a month and 
gives its justified response. In case of a positive decision, the degree candidate will be
approved as an external student with the rector’s decree and will start performing 
doctoral concerts and defending the doctoral dissertation as agreed with the Doctoral 
Council. External students may complete the studies as one combined examination, 
the programme for which is in each individual case prepared by the major study 
department in consideration of the doctoral candidate’s earlier research and creative 
work and studies, and which is evaluated by an examination committee consisting of 
at least five members of the Doctoral Council.
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II Creative branch of doctoral studies 

10. The doctoral study programme of the creative branch consists of three parts:

 the creative part (doctoral concerts or other creative works, 90 credit points);
 the research part (30 credit points);
 studies (40 credit points), incl. high school pedagogy subjects in the extent of 

at least 4 credit points.

11. The performances of doctoral concerts and other performances of creative work 
are public (announced in the media, on the Academy homepage and advertising 
spaces). They can be organised by the Academy Concert Agency or any other 
organization. Concerts and other creative works will be performed in Tallinn and, 
upon the Doctoral Council’s agreement, elsewhere. The Doctoral Council may also 
accept creative works performed as recordings (one programme in the performance 
and drama specialties and up to two programmes in the composition speciality).

12. Doctoral candidates shall register the performance of doctoral concerts and other 
creative works with the secretary of the Doctoral Council at least 2 months before the 
performance. Within one month, the Doctoral Council may request the time or place 
of the concert to be changed for good reasons. The performances of the doctoral 
concerts and other creative works will be recorded.

13. The performance of doctoral concerts and other creative works will be evaluated 
by a committee consisting of at least five members of the Doctoral Council and lead 
by the chairman or vice chairman of the creative branch of doctoral studies. The 
committee has to include at least one member from the doctoral candidate’s specialty 
department. For every performance, at least one internationally recognised artist from 
outside the Academy will be included in the committee, approved by the rector’s 
decree on the basis of the proposal of the chairman of the creative branch. A closed 
meeting will be held after the performance, with the participation of the doctoral 
candidate’s creative supervisor, who will be given an opportunity to comment on the 
doctoral student’s work. Minutes will be taken of the Doctoral Council’s discussion. 
At the end of the meeting all the voting Council members will grade the work on the 
scale of one to six. The final grade will be the rounded average of these grades.

14. The written doctoral thesis of the creative branch is an independent research 
paper, the length of which is 80,000 to 100,000 characters without annexes. The 
subject of the paper has to be a significant issue from the speciality viewpoint and the 
paper has to support the creative doctor’s project as a whole or a part of it. The 
doctoral dissertation has to demonstrate comprehensive familiarity with the literature 
addressing the problem, be based on scientifically justified methods and present 
original solutions or additions to the existing knowledge base. The paper shall be 
prepared in accordance with the Academy’s approved presentation requirements for 
degree papers.

15. The creative branch doctoral dissertation shall be presented for defence in four 
bound copies (two of which hard-bound) at least one month before defence and 
displayed for studying in the Academy library. Together with the thesis the doctoral 
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candidate shall submit an application to the Doctoral Council for accepting the thesis 
for defence and the supervisor’s recommendation to allow the doctoral candidate to 
defend the thesis. The defence procedure is the same as for the doctoral dissertation in
the academic branch (see items 21 and 22). Information concerning the defence shall 
be posted on the Academy homepage.

III Academic branch of doctoral studies 

16. The doctoral study programme of the academic branch consists of two parts:
 doctoral dissertation (120 credit points);
 studies (40 credit points), incl. high school pedagogy subjects in the extent of 

at least 4 credit points.

17. The academic branch doctoral dissertation is a thorough study of an important 
problem in a specific research area. It has to demonstrate comprehensive familiarity 
with the literature addressing the problem, describe and analyse the material on the 
basis of scientifically justified methods and present an original solution to the 
problem. The doctoral dissertation may be (1) an independent work published as a 
dissertation, (2) a series of publications (an article dissertation) accompanied by a 
summarising overview article, or (3) a monograph published in print. The volume of 
the doctoral dissertation shall be 160,000 to 450,000 characters depending on the 
chosen area and the specifics of the problem. The paper shall be prepared in 
accordance with the Academy’s approved presentation requirements for degree 
papers.

18. For defending the thesis and printing it in EAMT’s dissertation series, the doctoral
candidate shall present the manuscript to the Doctoral Council. The co-chairman of 
the Council responsible for the academic part of the doctoral studies will appoint two 
reviewers for the manuscript, who will recommend that the thesis be accepted for 
defence, that the thesis be accepted for defence after a re-writing, or that the thesis be 
rejected. The final decision on accepting the thesis for defence will be made by the 
academic members of the Doctoral Council, led by the corresponding co-chairman. 
Ready-made printed monograph may also be presented to the EAMT Doctoral 
Council and the defence of it will be also decided on the basis of the evaluation of two
reviewers. In the case of an article dissertation the printed articles have to be bound 
together, equipped with a common introduction and presented to the Doctoral 
Council, who will appoint one reviewer for it, if necessary.

19. The academic branch doctoral dissertation can be accepted for defence only if its 
findings have been previously published. The prerequisite in the case of an article 
dissertation is 3 articles in internationally distributed peer-reviewed journals or 
compendiums. The prerequisite in the case of a printed monograph defended as a 
dissertation or a doctoral dissertation is three scientific publications, including at least 
one article introducing the results of the doctoral dissertation in an internationally 
distributed peer-reviewed journal or compendium. The doctoral dissertation may be 
accepted for defence also if the articles it is based on have not yet been published in 
print, but there is an official confirmation of them having been accepted for 
publication.
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20. If the thesis is not in Estonian, the manuscript will have to be approved by the 
language editor before being forwarded for printing. No expert language evaluation is 
required in the case of article dissertations, the articles included in which have been 
published in the home country of the relevant language. Dissertations are accepted for
defence in languages the members of the Doctoral Council are able to read and 
evaluate in. The defence itself may take place in a language other than the dissertation
language. Papers in a foreign language shall be accompanied by an Estonian summary
and papers in Estonian by an English or German summary.

21. The dissertation shall be printed as a book in at least 70 copies and it has to be 
published at least one month before the defence. At least twenty copies of the 
dissertation shall be distributed on the basis of the list held by the secretary of the 
Doctoral Council, accompanied by a note concerning the place and time of the 
defence, and the opponent’s name. Article dissertations shall be presented in four 
bound copies at least one month before the defence and displayed for studying in the 
Academy library. Information concerning the defence together with a link to the 
summary of the doctoral dissertation shall be posted on the Academy homepage.  

22. Upon the thesis being accepted for defence, the Doctoral Council shall appoint an 
opponent or, if necessary, two opponents, who have to be scholars with a doctorate or 
an equivalent qualification (upon defending a creative branch doctoral dissertation, 
one of the opponents may be a recognised artist with no doctorate). One of the 
opponents has to be from outside the Academy.  The defence consists of the following
parts: the candidate’s presentation, the opponent’s opposition and questions, a debate 
between the opponent and the doctoral candidate (if there are two opponents, another 
opposition and debate), a general debate between the participants in the defence and 
the doctoral candidate, and the doctoral candidate’s closing speech. The defence can 
only take place, when the degree candidate and at least one of the opponents are 
present (the opponent from outside the Academy).

23. The doctoral dissertation will be evaluated by a defence committee formed of at 
least five academic members of the Doctoral Council, led by the chairman or vice 
chairman of the academic part of the doctoral studies. The defence committee will 
include at least one member from outside the Academy, i.e. the opponent from outside
the Academy. The external members will be approved by the rector’s decree on the 
basis of the proposal of the chairman of the academic part of the Council. Minutes 
shall be taken of the Doctoral Council’s discussion. At the end all the voting Council 
members grade the thesis on the scale of one to six. The final grade shall be the 
rounded average of these grades.

IV Awarding a doctorate

24. Doctoral studies end with a defence of the thesis. The defence committee shall 
make the decision to award the doctorate. Before the defence the Registry and Student
Affairs Department shall make a proposal to the Doctoral Council, attaching all of the 
documentation verifying the fulfilment of the study programme in full.

25. The doctorate shall be valid immediately after the Council’s decision is announced
and the Registry and Student Affairs Department of the Academy may issue a relevant
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temporary certificate. The doctor’s diploma shall be handed over at EAMT’s annual 
graduation ceremony to all graduates who have defended the doctoral degree.

V Protesting the doctorate

26. The decision to award the doctorate can be protested, if legal acts have been 
violated in defending the doctoral dissertation, the data presented in the doctoral 
dissertation prove forged or the doctoral dissertation turns out to be plagiarized. For 
this, a written application shall be submitted to the Academy rector. The rector sends 
the application to the Doctoral Council for review and the Council shall present its 
justified opinion within one month from receiving the application.

27. The rector shall make one of the following decisions on the basis of the 
committee’s opinion:

a. to consider the application unjustified and leave the decision to award 
the degree in force;

b. to consider the application justified and cancel the decision to award 
the degree. 

28. Upon cancelling the decision to award the degree the rector will decide whether:

a. to accept the doctoral dissertation for repeated defence;

b. to allow the presentation of a new doctoral dissertation;

c. the graduate will permanently lose the right to apply for a degree at the
Academy. 
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